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Refugee Women and Reproductive 
Health Care: Reassessing Priorities

Womenôs Commission for Refugee Women and 
Children, 1994

ÂFew reproductive health services
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ÂRwanda Genocide

ÂInternational Conference on Population 

and Development, Cairo



Definition of RH

ñRH is a state of complete physical, 

mental and social well-being, and not 

merely the absence of disease or 

infirmity, in all matters relating to the 

reproductive system and its functions 

and processes. 

RH therefore implies that people are able 

to have a satisfying and safe sex life and 

that they have the capability to 

reproduce and the freedom to decide if, 

when and how often to do so.ò 

4Source: ICPD Programme of Action. 1994.
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The right to reproductive health

ñAll migrants, refugees, asylum seekers and 

displaced persons should receive basic 

education and health servicesò

Chapter 10, ICPD Programme of Action, 1994
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The IAWG

ÂPreparatory Meetings

ÂGeneva 14-15 December 1994

ÂGeneva 5-6 April 1995

ÂNairobi 10-11 May 1995

INTER-AGENCY SYMPOSIUM ON REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH IN 
REFUGEE SITUATIONS, Geneva, June 1995

Nafis Sadik ïSadako Ogata
ÂMaking reproductive health activities a reality in refugee 

situations

ÂLegal, ethical and human rights issues on reproductive 
health in refugee situations

Â Integration of reproductive health into existing programs 
for refugees

ÂCommunity participation

ÂMinimum Initial Service Package

Â Information, education and communication

ÂHuman resources for reproductive health
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IAWG Field Manual, 1999

ÂThe MISP

ÂComprehensive RH

ÂSafe Motherhood

ÂFamily Planning

ÂGender-based Violence

ÂSTI/HIV/AIDS

ÂAdolescents
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IASC
RH Kits
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The Sphere Project

Humanitarian

Charter

and Minimum

Standards in

Disaster Response

2004 EDITION  

Health Standard

Control of non -

communicable 

diseases standard 2: 
reproductive health
People have access 

to the Minimum Initial 

Service Package 

(MISP) to respond to 

their reproductive 

health needs
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IASC Guidelines


