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Objectives

ÂDefine emergency contraception

ÂDiscuss methods of emergency contraception

ÂProvide information about EC availability in emergency 

settings

ðWhy  is EC important?

ðWhat  has the humanitarian response been?

ðDo women have access to EC?

ÂOutline priorities for expanding EC access in crisis, 

conflict and emergency settings

ÂList resources



What is emergency 

contraception (EC)?

Emergency contraceptives are medications or devices that

are used post-coitally(after sexual intercourse) to reduce

the risk of pregnancy.  Pills containing higher doses of the

hormone(s) found in oral contraceptive pills and the post-

coital insertion of the copper T IUD constitute the two

primary methods of EC used today.
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