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Objectives:

¸ Highlight the role of UNRWA in providing 

reproductive health services in OPT.

¸ Highlight the obstacles face UNRWA in  

providing reproductive health services in OPT.

¸ Highlight how UNRWA  coped to deliver 

reproductive health services in OPT 
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UNRWA, was established by United Nations General 
Assembly resolution 302 (IV) of  8 December 1949 as a 

subsidiary organ of  the United Nations

Following the Arab-Israeli war in 1948,an estimated 
750,000 refugees left their homes, villages and 

towns, initially took shelter in temporary camps, in 
mosques and schools, or in towns and villages. 

International organizations, mainly the 
International Committee of  the Red Cross (ICRC), 

provided emergency assistance for the refugees 
until May 1950when UNRWA started its operations 
Another wave of  refugees was after Arab-Israeli war 

in1967.

òUNRWA remains essential and stabilizing factor in all 
fields of operationó
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UNRWA Mandate:

To carry out direct Relief and Works 

Programs for Palestine refugees. Through 

delivery of vital services in: 

¸ Education

¸Health.
¸Relief.

¸ Social Services.

¸ Emergency Aid.



UNRWA Health Services:

UNRWA's Health Programme focuses on comprehensive preventive and
primary health care.

ü Services cover:

Á Medical care.
Á Family health

i. Child Health and school health
ii. Reproductive Health (Maternal Health ,STDôs & Family  

Planning services)
Á Disease control and prevention. 
Á Health education. 

All Health services are provided directly and at no cost to Palestine
refugees through the Agency's network of 128 primary health care
facilities located both inside and outside refugee camps in the five fields 
of operation. 

ü Comprehensive Reproductive Health services are available in 
each primary health care  facility.



UNRWA Challenges:

¸ Poverty and unemployment on the rise 

which increases the demand for health 

services especially in oPt and Lebanon.

ñIUED survey issued in July 2005,  found that 

1 in 3 refugees living in camps in the oPt 

were surviving on less than USD 1 per dayò.



UNRWA Challenges:

¸ Acute emergencies on top of the ongoing 

chronic emergencies and access barriers 

make health service provision difficult 

especially in OPt.

é. How is UNRWA coping?



The current situation in Occupied Palestine 

Territories (OPT)

ü Restriction on freedom of movement is part of the daily life for 
the population of the Occupied Palestine Territories. 

Restrictions take various forms:

ü Trenches encircling villages, curfews of variable duration and 
ñmilitary zonesò to which all access are forbidden.

ü Placement of at least 540 permanent military checkpoints - a 
12 per cent increase since the start of 2006. 

ü Randomly erected temporary road blocks and physical 
barriers, divide the West Bank into 300 clusters and complete 
separation from Gaza.

ü Fragmentation of land by the separation wall has resulted in 
even more severe restriction of movements of goods and 
people. OCHA 2006
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